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Isaiah went to the Temple one day during a time of great upheaval and distress in
the land. Perhaps the turmoil in the land was a result of King Uzziah’s death; Isaiah may
there for that reason. No doubt the death of this powerful king brought about some kind
of crisis: we know that it meant the end of an era of relative independence for Judah.
The northern realm of Israel was in a state of near anarchy. Tigleth Pilesar Ill, King of
Assyria, was looking “hungrily at their lands.” What would happen now? Who would
lead? Some special insight was needed. Critical events of the day — in any age — can
lead us to look beyond ourselves. They can open us to the possibility of encounter with
One who is other and beyond us.

So Isaiah enters the Temple and what takes place there is something mystical
and filled with awe. It is like Isaiah is entering some vision or dream. He sees God on a
throne and the garments of this royal deity are spread out all through the temple. The
enormity of God is emphasized. The seraphim, considered to be the highest of the
angels, surround the throne of God continually singing praises to God. Their name —
seraphim - means, literally, ‘burning ones’. In this vision, these first among the angels
cover their faces in the presence of God; truly it is a powerful moment. God is Holy
Other here. God is One who is feared but also adored — “Santo, santo, santo, my heart
is glad to say the words, You are holy God.” Often we use ‘holy’ to refer to a state of
moral excellence; this is different. In the language of the day, ‘holy’ had nothing to do
with morality but everything to do with ‘otherness’ or separation (kaddosh).

This is a moment that is focused on God. But, it is also moment that touches
down in history because we can put some context around Isaiah and his time. Here’s
how Karen Armstrong describes the moment:

As Isaiah prayed in the Temple shortly after King Uzziah’s death, he was
probably full of foreboding; at the same time he may have been
uncomfortably aware of the inappropriateness of the lavish Temple
ceremonial. Isaiah may have been a member of the ruling class, but he
had populist and democratic views and was highly sensitive to the plight of
the poor. As the incense filled the sanctuary before the Holy of Holies and
the place reeked with the blood of sacrificial animals, he may have feared
that the religion of Israel had lost its integrity and inner meaning.’

! Karen Armstrong, A History of God: The 4000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam (New York:

Knopf, 1994), pp. 40 — 42. :



Isaiah was terrified, felt guilty and inadequate.
‘Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!
Isaiah 6: 5

It is in this kind of moment that Isaiah inhabits. In this ancient writing, set in a particular
time in history, all the imagery flows from the emerging mythological traditions of the
people. Isaiah in this moment is captivated by the image of Israel’s God: at once
powerful and gentle, ‘holy other’, separate and distance, but also personal, able to
speak to Isaiah and call to him.

God is not only the source, but God is one who is consistent and fair and faithful
in loving relations with humanity. These were things the ancient people had learned.
God is not distant from Isaiah; God is not distant from humanity. Isaiah’s self-
acknowledged inadequacy is addressed by the intervention of the burning ones, the
seraphim, who touch his lips with a blazing coal: so cleansed through fire, Isaiah is
transformed by God. His lips now purified, he becomes fully open to the Word of God
and Isaiah hears the call: “Whom shall | send; who will go for us?” And Isaiah, not clean
of lips and voice, responds: “Here | am, send me.” Here, in this strange conversation is
one of the biblical centrepieces of mission: whom shall | send? ....the very origin of
‘mission’ resides in that concept of ‘sending’. Isaiah encountered God just as Israel
encountered God. Not just a distant God, but a powerful and transforming God, a
personal God who spoke and who called him into God’s mission.
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Simon, the fisher, had an encounter with Jesus on his boat. Now, if you have any
experience as a captain of a vessel, which | don’t, you might just think it a bit odd that
the one who climbs on board the boat owned by Simon starts to give the orders.
Perhaps Simon thought it strange, too, because when Jesus instructs him to put the
nets down again, he objects: “Master, we have worked all night long and have caught
nothing.” He subsequently does as he is asked — like many other times in the gospels,
when Jesus asks the ridiculous and incomprehensible, people amazingly take action,
they obey. And what happens? There is an overflowing abundance of fish.

But wait. Did Simon ask for help? Did he ask for a great catch? For a fishing
buddy?

No. Something else is up here. Simon has an encounter with Jesus — and nothing
that happens now could have been expected. Simon, like so many others, like Isaiah,
considers himself unworthy: “Go away from me for | am a sinful man, he says” But God
is in the business of forgiveness and love. And when God forgives, transforms and
loves, it is with such abundance that the nets overflow. That’s the truth about encounters
with God; if you ask, you receive, even that which you don’t expect or earn. Grace — the
gift of God - is abundant. Welcome into the mission of God, says Jesus. Leave all that
you have behind you, and follow me.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk



Once as | was taking a break from a church meeting in Chile, | went with some of
the participants to a fishing village a short distance from Conception. We boarded a
small, noisy fishing boat to go out for a cruise in the coastal waters for a few hours. The
sun was shining brightly, | recall, there was a bit of a breeze and we were entertained by
sea lions diving into the sea and sunbathing on small rocky islands. After a short while,
we turned around, just as the waters opened up to the broad expanse of the ocean and
the waves got noticeably bigger. As communication eased on the boat among people of
different nationalities and backgrounds, the story became somewhat clearer. This was
not just a fishing boat, or shall | say, it was not simply a fish-catching boat. The captain,
and members of the crew, were part of a congregation from the village. Part of their
ministry was to go out to sea on occasional nights, and turn on the ship’s radio. Then
they would then sing hymns, read scripture and offer prayers over the air waves to the
huge fishing factory ships trolling the seas just beyond. The little coastal fishing tug
would preach the gospel to 400 or 500 people on these massive ships.

“Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch,” said Jesus to
Peter.

The fishing folk on that boat are like a family from the small village; they make
little money, they fish in a small way compared to the monster ships off-shore. There are
global implications here. We talked about that on the lurching boat that day — would
there always be fish for the small boats to haul in? Would the large corporate boats soon
exhaust the stocks? Those are the questions of coastal, fishing peoples everywhere.
And there are implications, too, for those of us who are consumers of fish caught around
the world.

These people of the small fishing village in Chile, who form the congregation and
who go out to sea, have been caught in the net. Caught by God. They have a vision and
an understanding of God’s mission, what God wants them to do. It's more than just
preaching over the bow that they do, however. These people are reaching out to the big
ships, offering their services, sharing social assistance and counseling to the fishers and
their families wherever they might be. They are trying to work with government to ensure
that local fishing rights are upheld and respected even as they try to co-exist with the
large corporate ships. Their prayers are not just for themselves; they are for all, for a
much wider community.

Earlier in that church meeting in Latin America, | remember a Methodist bishop
proclaiming that “Ours is not a solitary God.” The experience on the boat that day
brought that to mind. It was not for themselves alone that Jesus called the disciples; it is
not for ourselves alone that we are called into the mission of God. Not for ourselves, not
for the sake of the church alone, not for the United Church of Canada, not for Chalmers.

Our God is not a solitary God. God does not work alone. God calls people —
many different people, people of diverse faith and those who might say they have no
faith. God calls sinful people — we heard that in the reading this morning. God calls all
different kinds of people because God is not solitary. God the creator of all desperately
wants the good for that creation and God calls people, catching them off guard
sometimes — to join in partnership, to work together, to be part of God’s mission.
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The call to Isaiah takes place in the temple: God is indeed everywhere but that
time, God was encountered in a holy place. A place of glittering symbols and soaring
mystery. God can be there. God encountered Simon and company not in a designated
holy place, but in their workplace, on the sea. They were ‘caught in the net’ as it were.
One of the ways to translate the word ‘catch’ in that story of Jesus calling the disciples is
in the sense of ‘taken alive — rescuing from death’. Caught and rescued from death. “As
to one untimely born, said Paul, [Jesus] appeared also to me.” (I Corinthians 15: 8) He
was caught as well.

Once you caught fish, says Jesus to Simon, now you and your partners will catch
people. You will lift them out of death. Resurrection. Caught and rescued from death,
you will bring hope to others.

There is a cost to pay when you are caught by God, sent out in some way in
God’s mission. It might be a heavy cost. It might challenge you. It might — as Jayne
Mardock (daughter of our moderator Joyce) suggests in her blog this week? - challenge
those who are left behind. What did the call mean for the women and children left behind
by those fishers now disciples? Oh, the call of God is complicated and the issues of
living beyond the call are not easy. ‘When they had brought their boats to shore, they left
everything and followed him.’

Without resolving it, without fully understanding it, we go on our way — listening,
trusting, hoping, being as faithful as we can, being aware that - somehow - the living
hope of Jesus will be with us, as we go. AMEN

2 http://soulcycles.wordpress.com/about/




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [4000 4000]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


